Daniel leading a pagan nation (excerpts from Daniel chapters 1-2)

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. ... Then the king ordered Ashpenaz,
chief of his court officials, to bring in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility - young men
without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to
understand, and qualified to serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of
the Babylonians. The king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king's table. They were to
be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service. Among these were some from
Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for
permission not to defile himself this way. Now God had caused the official to show favour and sympathy to
Daniel, but the official told Daniel, "l am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink.
Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then have my
head because of you." Daniel then said ... "Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but
vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the
royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you see".

At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate
the royal food. So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them
vegetables instead. To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature
and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. At the end of the time set by the
king to bring them in, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, and
he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the king's service. In every
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better
than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.

In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not sleep.
So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed
... The astrologers answered the king, "There is not a man on earth who can do what the king asks! No king,
however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing ... What the king asks is too difficult. No one can
reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among men." This made the king so angry and
furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.

... When Arioch, the commander of the king's guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon,
Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. ... Daniel went in to the king and asked for time, so that he might
interpret the dream for him. Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this
mystery, so that he and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.

During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven ...
Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to
him, "Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and | will interpret his dream for him."
The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), "Are you able to tell me what | saw in my dream and
interpret it?" Daniel replied, "No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the
mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries ..."

"This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king ...". King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before
Daniel and paid him honour. The king said to Daniel, "Surely your God is the God of gods and the Lord of kings
and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery." Then the king placed Daniel in a high
position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over the entire province of Babylon and placed
him in charge of all its wise men. Moreover, at Daniel's request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court.

Daniel served four pagan kings: Nebuchadnezzar (1:1), Belshazzar (5:1), Darius (5:31) and Cyrus (6:28), in
accord with God's plan that his people "seek the peace and prosperity of the city" of Babylon (Jeremiah 29:7).



