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Do not speak evil about the ruler
of your people (Acts 23:5)

From The Advertiser (23/12/2003)

The Governor-General servesthe Australian civic system asaneutral and
independent umpirewhosework of quiet excellence seeksno controversy.
Consequently the work is often overlooked by the mainstream media. So
South Australia'snewspaper The Advertiser in 2003 ran afront page news
feature reporting afinding that only 2% of people could name Australia's
Governor-General. But asthemediaoften omitsto publishVice-Regal news,
itisresponsiblefor the non-recognition of leaders such as Major General
Michael Jeffery (whoin 2003 becameAustralia's24th Governor-General).

However, lack of awarenessprovesthe successof aministry that seeksno
controversy. Sowhen Governors-General receivetheir PrimeMinistersand
representatively exerciseaSovereign'sprivilege- theright to beconsulted,
theright to encourage, theright to warn (as described by Walter Bagehot
in The English Constitution, 1867, p111) - such discussionsare private.

Further, neutral independencereliesupon aconvention that appointing or
removing the Governor-General requiresthe PrimeMinister to advisethe
Sovereign - who under the Constitution (s2) appointsthe Governor-General
toserveat pleasure(but normally for fiveyears) or removesthe Governor-
General. Themethodisindirectly democraticasprimeministersusually hold
thesupport of theHouseof Representatives. Butinvolvingno publiclobbying,
mediatrial, or election, it promotesnon-controversial Vice-Regal tenure.

Appointed neutrally to serveimpartially, Governors-General areesteemed
when encouraging good membersof society. Thisiswarranted biblically as
governorsarecalledtocommend thosewho doright (1 Peter 2:14). Esteem
devel opspublic confidenceinthe Governor-General'sroutineactions, but
would also providerespect should use of thereserve powersberequired.




1. In 2019 who became Australia's 27th Governor-General?

-
a. Sir Peter b. Generd c. MrsQuentin
Cosgrove David Hurley Bryce

2. Onthe advice of the Prime Minister of Australia, and under s2 of
the Constitution, who appoints the Governor-General?
a. TheSovereign  b. TheExecutive Council c. TheHigh Court

3. The Governor-General usually appoints who as Prime Minister?

a. ThepreviousL eader of the Opposition
b. Themember of theHouse of Representativeswho holdsitssupport
c. TheL eader of the Governmentinthe Senate

4. Where does the Governor-General live, and hold meetings of the
Federal Executive Council established by s62 of the Constitution?

a. Yarralumla
b. Old Parliament House
c. TheLodge

5. By convention, who holds a dormant commission granted by the
Sovereign under the Constitution (s4) to administer
the Commonwealth in the absence or incapacity
ofthe Governor-General?

a. The President of the Senate

RN DT 7 b. The Chief Justice of the High Court
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6. Who is the Commander-in-Chief of the naval and %
military forces, under s68 of the Constitution? -,

a. TheSovereign b. The Governor-General c. ThePrimeMinister




7.

10.

Under s2 of the Constitution, the Governor-General
is appointed to serve for how long?

a. Until aged seventy
b. Duringthe Sovereign’ spleasure
c. Forlife

Who, under s7 of the Constitution, shall certify to the
Governor-General who will serve as State Senators?

a. Each State Governor
b. TheGovernor-General'sOfficial Secretary The emblem of
c. TheFederal Electoral Commissioner the Governor-General

The Constitution (s42) requires federal parliamentarians to make
an oath (or affirmation) of allegiance to whom?

a. Thepeople b. The Governor-General c. The Sovereign

When Prime Minister Joseph Lyons died in 1939 his party had no
deputy (therefore he had no obvious successor holding the support
ofthe House of Representatives) so the Governor-General decided
to appoint which minority party leader as Prime Minister?

a. Ben Chlfley b. Earle Page c. John Curtin
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The Constitutional responsibilities of the Governor-General

TheGovernor-General exercisestheexecutive power of the Commonwealth
(s61) representing the Sovereign, but applying independent discretion (s58).
Thisisshaped by the Coronation Oath obligationsinherited by Governors-
General (and all who pledgeallegiancetothe Sovereign) to apply Lawand
Justice, in Mercy. Enabling M Psto pledge such all egiance (s42) Governors-
General appoint, swear in, or removeMinistersfromamong M Ps(s62,s64).

Advised (under theConstitution) by theFeder al Executive Council (s62)
includingtheMinisters(s64), Governors-General may form Departmentsof
State(s64), issue House of Representativesel ectionwrits(s32), appoint and
remove Executive Government officers(s67), High Court and other federal
Justices(s72), and I nter-State Commission members(s103). Usually twokey
Ministersmeet asthe Federal Executive Council inthe Governor-General's
residence(Y arralumla) andtherethey present bill spassed by Parliament.

Advised (under aconvention) by thePrimeMinister, Governors-General
may summon and prorogue Parliament and dissolvethe L ower House(s5),
commend money votes (s56), dissol ve both Houses (and hold ajoint sitting)
toresolveadeadlock (s57), commandthenaval and military forces(s68) and
present to votersreferendum proposal sto modify the Constitution (s128).

Interactingwith the State Gover nor s, the Governor-General gainstheir
certificationastowho shall serveasState Senators(s7) - after the Governors
issue Senateel ectionwrits(s12) or following acasual vacancy (s15). Inthe
Governor-General'sabsenceor incapacity, the Sovereign (under s4) would
appoint thelongest serving Governor to administer the Commonweal th.

Applyingreservepower sin extraor dinary cases, Governors-General may
set asideaconventionthat they will appoint asPrimeMinister theMember of
theHouseof Representativeswho holdsitssupport. Sowithout such support
EarlePagewasappointed asPrimeMinisterin 1939, aswasMal colm Fraser
followingthe1975removal of GoughWhitlam. Governors-General may also
declineto act uponadviceand (under s58) not assent to abill of Parliament.

Recognising Christian beliefs, Governors-General uphold aConstitution
that acknowledges Almighty God, and overseeaParliament that startseach
sittingday with Christianprayer. Fittingly, Governor-General Michael Jeffery
concluded hisfirst speech tothe Parliament (in 2003) with wordsthat rarely
havebeen spokenby Australiancivicauthorities: "GodblessAustralia’.

Answers 1(b), 2(a), 3(b), 4(a), 5(c), 6(b), 7(b), 8(a), 9(c), 10(b)




