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The Queen of Australia

Followingacustomthat Australia'slowest denomination banknote should depict
our Monarch, the polymer fivedollar bill issued from 1992 featured aportrait of
QueenElizabeth11. Although her roleasSovereign beganin 1952, her life-long
work of publicservicebeganin 1940 when (at the age of only fourteen) shemade
awartimeradio broadcast to encourage anxiousand displaced children. Thenon
her 21st birthday she again spoke by radio and stated: | declare beforeyou all,
that mywholelife, whether it belong or short, shall be devoted to your service.

In 1953 shewascrownedinaChristian servicethat featured the same ceremony
asappliedduringtheprevious1,000years. Inthat Coronation service, the Queen
promisedto apply Lawand Justice, in Mercy. Shewasthefirst monarchto have
atitle of Australian sovereignty - by the grace of God Queen of Australia.

TheSovereign'sprincipal ministry in Australiaisto encouragegraciousservant-
|eadershipamongall peopleandleaders. Thisinvolvessetting an exampl eof quiet
and Godly governance, and providing alink to the Coronation, asthe Monarch
(onadvice) appointsthevice-regal representatives. aGovernor-General, andthe
State Governors. Serving at thepl easure of the Sovereign whom they represent,
each Vice-Regal officer may exercisethetraditional privilegesof the Crown:
theright to be consulted, theright to encourage, theright to warn.

Whileall who pledgeto servethe Crownreceiveitsministry obligation, everyone
canresolveto providegraciouscommunity service, aspromised by Her M gjesty
shortly after the1999 republican referendum: | shall continuefaithfullyto serve
as Queen of Australia under the Constitution to the very best of my ability ....
Thefivedollar notemay remind Australiansabout that servant-leadershipideal.
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The Commonwealth Parliament

Thefivedollar bill depictsthe Permanent Parliament Houseon Capital Hill. After
Federationin 1901, the Parliament operated in Melbourne until 1927, when it
moved to Canberra. There aprovisional Parliament House was utilised, until
the Permanent Parliament House was opened by Queen Elizabeth 11 in 1988.
Recognising Australia'saboriginal heritage, thedesignfeatured two boomerangs.

Daily parliamentary proceedingssince 1901 haveincluded the L ord'sPrayer, and
thefollowing prayer (readinthelower house, withsimilar wordsusedinthe Senate):

Almighty God, we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon
thisParliament. Direct and prosper our deliberationsto the advancement
of Thy glory, and the true welfare of the people of Australia.

By thecentenary of Federation (in2001) Australiahad becometheworld'smost
democratic nation, asit aloneapplied compul sory voting - preferentially for the
Houseof Representatives(thelower house), and proportionally for the Senate.

Compul sory voting hel psto enlargethe participation of eligibleelectors, all of
whom areimportant and val uabl ewithin the democratic process.

Preferential votingto el ect the House of Representativesprovidesavoicetothe
maj ority withineachlocal federal el ectorateor division, asthosevoterschoose
their preferred candidateto serveasthelocal federal Member of Parliament.

Proportional voting all ocates Senate seatsto majority and significant minority
voicesinproportiontotheir support by thevoters. Further, each Statehasthesame
number of Senators, so Parliament cannot beruled by themore popul ated States.




