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Howard: Christian values
have shaped Australia

Former Prime Minister John Howard says Judeo-Christian values have been the
greatest moral and ethical shaper of today’s Australia. He will support those who
want to preserve marriage and Australia’s Christian heritage in the lead-up to the

federal election on 2 July.

Mr Howard told the Eterniry newspaper
(May 2016) that we can trace much of
what we value to the teachings of Jesus.
The doctrine of the separation of powers,
for example, reflects Christ’s words in
Matthew 22:21 — Give to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.

He said Christians should argue their
case by appealing to the whole community.
Research shows that man-woman marriage
is best for children.

“Children do best when they grow up in
a stable, traditional married family, with a
mother and a father present,” he said. “Not
every marriage works, of course, but it is
the best model of stability for children. Not
everyone who is in favour of marriage as it
stands today is a bigot or a homophobe.”

John Howard is particularly concerned
about the agenda of the so-called “Safe”
Schools Coalition. He warned that
Judeo-Christian values are under threat.
“There are some who would drive Christian
religion out of the public space,” he said.

At the right time and place, he will add
his voice to those working to preserve the
current definition of marriage.

Labor and Greens oppose religious
freedom

If re-elected on 2 July, the federal Liberal-
Nationals Coalition has promised to hold a
plebiscite to allow Australians to decide the
meaning of marriage. By contrast, Labor,
and the Greens, have vowed to legalised
same-sex “marriage” within 100 days if
they achieve government.

Labor says its marriage legislation would
allow ministers of religion the freedom not
to perform same-sex “marriages” — but there
would be no religious freedom for Christian
schools, church halls, florists, photographers
and other groups. These could be forced to
provide goods and services for homosexual
wedding ceremonies, and to publicly
approve them, against their deeply-held
religious convictions.

The Greens have gone further, saying
religious exemptions should be abolished
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John Howard: ‘Natural marriage is the
best model of stability for children’

from all anti-discrimination laws.

FamilyVoice national director Dr David
Phillips said both Labor and the Greens’
policy would undermine fundamental
freedoms of religion, thought, conscience
and association.

“Greens leader Richard Di Natale would
not employ a staffer who rejected Greens
beliefs. Why then does he want to force
others to do what is essentially the same
thing?” Dr Phillips said.

“Moreover the policy of both Labor
and the Greens would contravene section
116 of the Constitution. It says (in part):
“The Commonwealth shall not make any
law for prohibiting the free exercise of
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any religion’.

What does the Nick Xenophon Team stand for?

In the 2013 Senate election, independent MP Nick Xenophon gained nearly 25%
of the SA vote — more than the Labor Party. He is always in the media - but few

voters can pinpoint his policies.
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Rod McGarvie (Family First): supports
natural marriage — unlike Nick Xenophon

When Nick entered politics in 1997 he
campaigned on a single issue: No Pokies.

In 2016, his parliamentary voting record
indicates a much wider range of issues —
and he is standing candidates in every
state, including Queensland.

Nick has voted with the Greens, against
the Coalition government, more often than
any other cross-bench senator.

Nick told VoxLink some years ago that
he never responds to surveys.

But his party is predicted to share the
balance of power in the Senate.

Those thinking of supporting Nick
should note that while he still wants curbs
on pokies, he supports same-sex “marriage”
and opposes a plebiscite on the issue.

By contrast, parties like Family First,
Australian Christians (AC), Christian
Democratic Party, Democratic Labour
Party and Rise Up Australia Party
all support natural marriage and a
plebiscite.

“Candidates and parties who support
natural marriage deserve our number
one vote ahead of major parties,” said
FamilyVoice QId director Andrew
Lawton.



Passing on the baton

Over 50 pro-life and pro-family Queenslanders attended a special dinner
in Coopers Plains on 7 May, honouring Geoffrey Bullock for his 13 years
of faithful service as Queensland FamilyVoice director.

FamilyVoice national director Dr David
Phillips said Geoffrey, supported by his
wife Robyn, had served with distinction.
“He has travelled long distances to bring
the message of family, faith and freedom all
over this huge state,” Dr Phillips said. “He
has grown the Queensland FamilyVoice
branch sixfold!”

Cleveland MP Dr Mark Robinson paid
tribute to Geoffrey’s “gracious but firm”
conversations with the state’s politicians.
He said FamilyVoice research — including
VoxBriefs and submissions on a variety of
social issues — had been very helpful. He
recognised parts of them in parliamentary
speeches, including his own.

Others who paid tribute included Wendy
Francis, Queensland director of the Australian

Christian Lobby, FamilyVoice
Queensland branch chairman Doug
Sands, and FamilyVoice research
officer Ros Phillips.

Mrs Phillips recalled Geoffrey’s
achievement in persuading then
Brisbane LLord Mayor Campbell Newman
to remove the misleading booklet Islamn in
Brisbane from the City Council’s website.

Geoffrey presented the Council with a pile
of open letters signed by 725 ratepayers on 15
May 2007 — pointing out the booklet’s false
claims (including “Christianity has treated
women more unfavourably than Islam”).

Campbell Newman agreed that endorsing
the booklet had been a “mistake” by the
former lord mayor, but did not move it
from the Council website. Geoffrey did not

FamilyVoice censored

A FamilyVoice submission to a Senate inquiry on the harms of internet pornography to children
has been censored to remove all references to the Safe Schools Coalition (SSCA) program.

Section 3.5 of the submission, sent on 7
March, had referred to the “Safe Schools”
promotion of the Minus18 website, which
provided links to pornographic sites.

The SSCA All Of Us program tells

students to ask teachers to unblock
banned websites so they can access
material their parents would not allow
them to see at home.

On 4 May the Senate Environment and

Open season on Qld unborn

FamilyVoice Queensland director Andrew Lawton says Queensland abortion laws
could be the most barbaric in Australia if MP Rob Pyne’s new bill is passed by state MPs.

Mr Pyne is a Cairns Labor MP turned
Independent. His Abortion Law Reform Bill
would repeal sections of the current Criminal
Code, allowing abortions to be performed for
any reason and at any stage of pregnancy.
The bill would remove all existing safeguards
and scrutiny of abortions.

“Before the 2015 state election, both
the LNP and ALP pledged not to change
abortion laws,” Andrew Lawton said. ““They
would be breaking those promises if they
allow a conscience vote on the Pyne bill.”

Mr Lawton said a recent poll shows that
72% of Queenslanders are opposed to
abortions after 13 weeks of gestation.

Rob Pyne’s bill allows abortion right up until birth

“It is sadly ironic that a child protection
bill is being considered at the same time
as an abortion bill,” he said. “If our
MPs are truly concerned for the rights
and protection of children, they will not
support a bill allowing unborn children to
be murdered in the womb.”

The bill as tabled in the Queensland
parliament on 10 May ignores abortion’s
serious physical and psychological effects
on women. The legislation could force
doctors, nurses and health workers to be
involved in a barbaric procedure against
their conscience.

“Sadly, this legislation fails to address the
desperate plight of women who tragically
see abortion as a solution,” Mr Lawton said.
“Women need practical support such as
counselling and holistic care in such times
of distress.

“The bill has been referred to the the
Health, Communities, Disability Services and
Domestic and Family Violence Prevention
Committee for an inquiry. I hope many
people will make a submission!”

Robyn and Geoffrey Bullock: 13 years of service
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give up — and six months later, the booklet
was gone.

Geoffrey thanked the gathering, and
the Queensland branch committee in
particular. “I could not have done what I
did without their support,” he said.

Andrew Lawton, the new FamilyVoice
Queensland state director, was present
with his wife Karmel. He says he has big
shoes to fill!

Communications References Committee
sent an email to FamilyVoice saying that
section 3.5 of the FamilyVoice submission,
along with some other parts, had been
removed.

FamilyVoice research officer Ros
Phillips said the claim that the Minusi18
content is not relevant to an inquiry about
online porn’s harm to kids is baffling.

DL Legal

Supporting Christians in
the marketplace
and before the courts

Defending prolife advocate Graham Preston

Estate planning and litigation, family
law and conveyancing
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Why your vote matters

Australians have a clear choice on 2 July.

The big divide is same-sex “marriage” and
related issues. A vote for Labor, the Greens
or Nick Xenophon is effectively a vote for
same-sex “‘marriage” — probably by October.

A vote for the Liberal/National Coalition
is a vote for a plebiscite on the meaning of
marriage. A Turnbull government would at
least allow the Australian people to decide,
probably later this year.

A vote for Labor or the Greens is also a
vote for the entrenchment of programs like
“Safe Schools” program — teaching young
children that their gender is whatever they
feel like; that man-woman sex is not the norm;
that it is wrong even to ask if a newborn baby
is a boy or a girl.

A key question is: Will it matter? Some
people, even professing Christians, want to
believe that such changes won’t affect their

The education basics

After 40 years as a primary school
teacher, I know the importance of the two
main “basics” — reading and spelling taught
by phonics, and number facts taught by
repetition for instant recall.

A neurosurgeon on'I'V a couple of years ago
said repetition-learning of number facts is an
excellent exercise for the brain. So it is —and
the failure to use that method is a big factor in
the “dumbing down” of children today.

Maisie Semple
Ferny Hills, Qld

How to raise a delinquent

Dr George Ingle, in his book The Lords’
Creed, quotes a circular for parents issued
by police in Houston, Texas. Here are some
highlights.

Easy rules to make a child into a
delinquent:

¢ Begin at infancy to give the child
everything he wants. In this way, he will grow
up to believe the world owes him a living.

¢ When he picks up bad language,
laugh at him. This will make him think
he’s cute.

¢ Never give him any spiritual training.
Wait until he is 21, then let him decide for
himself.

e Avoid the use of the word “wrong”. It
may develop a guilt complex.

e Pick up everything he leaves lying
around: books, shoes, and clothes. Do
everything for him so that he will be
experienced in throwing all responsibility
on others.

¢ Let him read any printed matter he can
get his hands on. Sterilise the cutlery, but let

own families.

But we need look no further than the United
States. One year ago, the US Supreme Court
ruled, by the narrowest of margins (5:4), that
same-sex “‘marriage” is a fundamental right
under the US Constitution. Americans in
many states had earlier voted in referendums
to reject same-sex “marriage”. But now
people in every state have had their marriages
redefined, whether or not they agree.

Has this change made a difference? The
answer is, sadly, yes.

The consequences of legalising same-sex
marriage already established in “trendy” states
like Massachusetts have begun happening
elsewhere. Homosexual sex education is
becoming compulsory. Christian businesses
declining on conscience grounds to be
involved in same-sex wedding ceremonies
have received huge fines, forcing them to

his mind feed on garbage.
e Prepare for a life of grief. You will be
likely to have it!
Dr Arthur Hartwig
Nerang, Qld

Protect our kids

The article “Porn makes kids predators”
(The Australian, 5/3/16) shows why the fed-
eral government urgently needs to restrict the
transmission of pornography via the internet.

The default position must be that internet
providers block transmission to those under
18 years of age, with proof of age needed for
people over 18 who apply to lift this restriction.
The present limited filters on computers (but
not phones) cannot stop children who do not
have filters sharing porn videos and images
with those who do. Furthermore there are
some parents who are either negligent or too
busy to monitor their children’s exposure to
this destructive material.

Porn purveyors are very subtle and
clever in their methods to entrap immature
children.

Dennis Paton
Clontarf, NSW

‘Reverse bigotry’

Tasmania has just experienced a taste of
what happens when words like “tolerance” and
“bigotry” are used by some to justify their own
intolerance and bigotry. The complaint against
Archbishop Porteous is a case in point.

Christians do not hate those who disagree
with us. But at the risk of being called an
“intolerant bigot™ if we do, we politely seek
the freedom to lovingly share the reasons we
have for our point of view.

close. People have lost their careers for saying
they support natural marriage.

And now US President Obama has
ordered every school or college in America
receiving any public funding to allow males
who identify as females to use female toilets,
and vice versa.

People with transgender feelings need our
compassion. They have gender dysphoria — a
psychological condition where their mind
tells them their body is the “wrong” sex. It
is akin to body dysmorphia, where a person
feels they should not have an arm or a leg,
seeking its amputation. It is an illness of the
mind: a delusion. It should not be treated by
affirming the delusion.

In the past, the overwhelming majority of
young children with gender dysphoria lost
those feelings without any treatment. But
the “Safe Schools” program is driving even
pre-school kids to transgender clinics.

Your vote matters. Take care!

It was heartening Jim Collins was given the
opportunity to make the for case marriage so
publicly and succinctly on ABC TV News the
other night!

Pastor Andrew Corbett
Legana Christian Church, Tas

« The dangers of

ey is ‘child abuse’

i + The battle for our
children
« Transgender theory
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Where do your candidates
stand on important issues?

With marriage under threat at this year’s federal election, the 2016
FamilyVoice election survey may be the most important yet.

Deciding who to vote for, and in what
order, can be difficult at the best of times.
Most voters don’t have the time to research
the views of all of their local candidates.

And on 2 July, Australians will be asked
to choose between more candidates than
usual — with every single Senate seat up for
re-election. The 2016 double dissolution
federal election — triggered after the Senate
twice failed to pass a bill to check trade
union corruption — will be only the seventh
since federation in 1901.

Election survey

FamilyVoice is contacting most parties
and every candidate with an email
address, contesting both the House of
Representatives and the Senate. We
are seeking their views on ten key issues
related to family, faith and freedom.

Candidate responses will be available in
the week up to the election on our website.
Click on http://www.fava.org.au/election-
surveys/commonwealth/ then click on the
questionnaire or the replies from parties, or
House of Reps or Senate candidates.

Candidates are given some brief
information about each issue, and then
asked to say how they would act or vote
on a specific question. Possible responses
range from “Yes definitely” to “Definitely
not” or “No comment”.

Some of the questions are listed below.

Prayers in parliament

Prayers in parliament are an important
daily reminder that we must all ultimately
answer to the higher authority of Almighty
God. The prayers, which consist of the
Lord’s Prayer and a request for God’s
guidance, are an expression of the
Christian foundation of our nation.

According to the latest census, about 61%
of Australians identify with Christianity.
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Would you vote to support the
continued opening of parliament with
Christian prayers?

Marriage

In 2004 the Marriage Act 1961 was
amended to reaffirm the understanding
across cultures throughout history, that
marriage is the union of a man and a woman.

The purpose of marriage is to ensure
that wherever possible, children are raised
with both mum and dad role models in a
stable environment — shown by research to
be the safest family type.

Would you vote to retain the Marriage
Act 1961 definition of marriage as
“the union of a man and a woman, to
the exclusion of all others, voluntarily
entered into for life”?
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The meaning of marriage is a crucial
issueon 2 July

Safe Schools Coalition program
There has been widespread concern
about the content of the Safe Schools
Coalition  Australia  program  now
operating in over 500 Australian schools.
Its co-founder, lesbian activist Roz Ward,
has admitted that the program is “not about
stopping bullying”. Rather, it promotes
unproven theories about transgenderism
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and same-sex attraction, uses invalid
statistics, encourages partisan activism, and
ignores most victims of school bullies.

Would you support the cancellation
of the Safe Schools Coalition Australia
program, with funding used instead to
support proven programs that address
all forms of school bullying?

Freedom of speech

Laws which prohibit speech or actions
that merely “offend or insult” others are an
unwarranted curb on free speech. Section 18C
of the Racial Discrimination Act has been
used to stifle important community debates.

Would you vote to repeal the words
“offend” and “insult” from section 18C of
the Racial Discrimination Act?

Internet filtering

The current classification system
for publications, films and videos bans
dangerous material including child
pornography, and material promoting
crime, suicide or terrorism.

Unfiltered, the internet can bring explicit
pornography and other harmful material
into the family home — and to children
outside the home via mobile phones.

Voluntary computer-based filters do not
protect children in vulnerable situations.
Mandatory default filtering at the ISP
level is essential to protect children and
maintain a healthy society.

Would you support mandatory default
filtering of the internet at ISP level to
exclude all material currently refused
classification in print, film or video media?

Other issues

The survey also covers other important
topics, such as illicit drugs, gambling,
education, and euthanasia.

Make a difference!

Make your vote count! Before heading
to the polling booth, check where your
candidates and parties stand on these
issues by visiting www.fava.org.au.
Click on “Federal election 2016 in the
right-hand menu.

Family, faith and freedom are worth
voting for!
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