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Understanding how Christians are constituted as salt and light
Duringthe SermonontheMount, our Lord JesusChrist statedtohisfollowers,
"you arethe salt of the earth” and"the light of the world". Thus he declared
aprofoundindicative"youare" (notyouwill, should or couldbe) andastirring
imperative"letyour light shine" whilea sowarning about theindictment of any
whohidethelight under abowl, or let thesaltloseflavour (M atthew 5:13-16):

"You arethesalt of theearth. But if the salt |osesits saltiness, how can
it be made salty again? It isno longer good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled by men. You arethelight of theworld. A city
on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to
everyoneinthehouse. Inthesameway, et your light shine beforemen,
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven".

In hischallenging sermon, our Lord told the disciplesthey are constituted as
"thelight of theworld" and "the salt of the earth". Serving accordingly does
not ariseasspecialised action, nor shouldit be something towhich Christians
may aspire. Itiswhoweareinhim! But it doesrequireambitionfor God'sglory.

Proud peoplewhosegood worksaredonebeforemen, to be seen by them, must
learn: "do not let your left hand know what your right handisdoing” (6:1-3).
Such people must realise that: "whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and
whoever humbleshimselfwill beexalted" (23:12). Thehumblewill belifted up,
sotheir goodwork donein publicmay exalt God. Thusweservewith savour as
the salt of the earth, reflecting the brightness of Christ asthe sonsof light, so
all humanity will glorify our Lord, thelight of theworld - whosekingship that
wereceiveasco-heirswith him, isestablished forever by acovenant of salt.




Influencing with savour - as the salt of the earth
Sincethefollowersof Christareconstitutedinhimwith salty characteristics, it
iscrucial that weunderstandtheval ue, application and efficacy of salt:

+ Salt penetratesto bring cleansing, when utilised to scour and bleach;
+ Whileit stingswhen applied, salt sol ution assiststhe healing of wounds,
+ Evenintheeraof refrigeration, saltingisameansof food pr eser vation;
+ Saltbringsflavour totastelessfood likethewhite of anegg (Job 6:6-7);

+ Sdltlinkstojudgement: Lot'swifebecameapillar of salt (Genesis19:26);
God stated, " Put salt on Moab, for shewill belaidwaste" (Jeremiah 48:9);
and as Jesus declared, "Everyonewill be salted withfire" (Mark 9:49).

+ Without salt webecomesick and die, hencesalt giveslifetotheworld!

Pliny theElder, writingintheFirst Century AD, (Natural History 31:41) said:
Eveninthevery honours, too, that are bestowed upon successful warfare,
salt playsitspart, and fromit, our word "salarium" isderived. Hencethe
view thattheL atinsalarium('salary’) comesfromsalis('salt’), whichwasso
valuableastoform part of the Roman soldiers remuneration (‘salt money").

Moreover, theservantsof King Artaxerxes, under obligationtothepal ace,
(Ezra4:14), refer tothemselvesliterally as'salted with thesalt of thepal ace'.

Aswearethesalt of theearth, our great opportunity istolet thevalued qualities
of salt enrich our wordsand actions, as Jesus (echoed by Paul) encouraged:

Have salt among your selvesand be at peacewith each other (Mark 9:50);

Let your conver sation be alwaysfull of grace, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how to answer everyone (Colossians 4:6).

Further, God requiredincensethat wassalted and pur e (Exodus 30:35) and
he stated: Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not leave the salt
of the covenant of your God out of your grain offerings (L eviticus 2:13).

Aspriests, sustained under an everlasting covenant of salt (Numbers 18:19),
may wetestify to Christ with salty authenticity, so peoplemay appreciatehim
asthebread of life (John 6:35) when they tasteand seethat the LORD isgood
(Psalm 34:8). May Christian believersoffer themsel vesinauthentically salty
priestly ministry, aslivingsacrifices, holyandpleasingtoGod (Romans12:1).




Shining brightly as the light of the world

AsGod'speoplecomprehend thevirtuouscharacteristicsof light, shown by
JesusChrist, webecomebetter ableto apply suchfeaturesinministry: thelight
of Christ enableshumanity to seethe path of right living and to bewarned that
thefruitless deeds of darkness must be exposed by thelight so they become
visible(Ephesians5:11-13). That ministry of Christisfounded on Scripture:

¢ TheLoORDismylight and my salvation, whomshall | fear? (Psalm 27:1);
*  Your wordisalamptomy feet and alight for my path (Psalm 119:105);

+ ...the LORD risesupon you and his glory appears over you. Nationswill
cometo your light and kings to the brightness of your dawn (Isaiah 60:2-3).

Itiswritten concerning our Lord Jesus: Inhimwaslife, and that lifewasthe
light of all men. The light shinesin the darkness, but the darkness has not
understoodit (John 1:4-5). Indeed, hesaid of himself inthetemple, that was
aglow during Hanukkah (theFestival of Lights),"l amthelight of thewor|d"
(John 8:12). So may weminister with that same brightnessand effect!

Jesus Christ isthetruelight that giveslight to every man (1:9), so we may
becomethe"sonsof light" (12:36). Therefore, all who seeour lifeand work
will seehislight, of whichwearesons, who arewarned about thedarkness:

"Theeyeisthelamp of the body. If your eyesare good, your whole body
will be full of light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be
full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is
that darkness!” (Matthew 6:22-23).

But asJesustaught, weareto shinethelight of God openly (L uke8:16-18):

"... No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or putsit under a bed.
Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the
light. For thereisnothing hiddenthat will not bedisclosed, and nothing
concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open".

Sowesee Christ shininglight upontheRich Y oungRuler, sending himaway
toponder theerror of materialism, but with magnanimity that coul d be seen
in hisgaze. So weread: Jesuslooked at himand loved him (Mark 10:21).
May thelight of Christ shineinour eyeswithloveevenasweexposeerrors!
Likethe Greekswho addressed Philip, saying:"wewould liketo see Jesus’
(John 12:21), may we see himin hisfulness, so otherswill seehiminus.




Serving Christ the light of the world who is king by a covenant of salt
Since Almighty God hasraised usup with Christ and seated uswith himin
theheavenly realms(Ephesians2:6) asco-heirswith Christ (Romans8:17),
weinherit all thefullness, authority, mission and power of himwho stated:
"Whilel amintheworld | amthelight of theworld" (John 8:12). Hence, we
are constituted in him to shine with splendour. And because the God of
Israel has given the kingship of Israel to David and his descendants forever
by a covenant of salt (11 Chronicles 13:5), we are to minister asthose who
belongto David's Son, whoseruleisfounded with every good salty quality.

Sincethevirtueof salt characteri sesthecovenant by which Christ'skingshipas
DavidicMessiahisestablished, it should beseeningrowing measureamongwe
who asco-heirsarethedescendantsof David. Andthevirtuesof light that are
foundin Christ shouldsimilarly beseeningrowing measureamong hispeople.

Thefoundation of Christ'sinfluenceassalt, and our consequent ministry, isthe
covenant of salt heinheritsand bequeaths. Thebasisof Christ'swork aslight,
and our subsequent role, isthat Godislight (1 John 1:5) whose splendour was
likethesunrise, withrayswhich flashed fromhishand... (Habakkuk 3:4).

Ministering practically as salt and light

Speakingwordsseasoned with salt, Jesusrescued theadulterouswomanby his
ruling:"If any oneof youiswithout sin, let himbethefirst tothrowastone"
(John 8:7).Y etwiththelight of truth, hesaid:"leaveyour lifeof sin" (8:11).
Knowingouridentity inChrist, our salty ministry penetratestobring cleansing,
healing, preservation, flavour, judgementandlife! Likehim, weshinethelight
that exposesthe deedsof darknessand illuminatesthe path of righteousness.

Anexampleof speech seasoned by salt, with actionto shinethelight of truth,
occurredin 1891 asthe Salvation Army transformed the UK matchindustry in
whichmany workersdiedfromwhiteandyellow phosphoruspoisoning. Since
thegovernment would not respond, the Salvation Army started amatchfactory
usinglesstoxicred phosphorus. Speakingtoshine'Lightsin Darkest England’,
the Salvation Army persuaded peopl eto buy only thesafel y-madematchesand
thusthey reformed theentireindustry, saving countlessworkersfrom death!
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